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Between 1990 and 2020, the world lost about 420 million hectares of Forest - an area larger than the European
Union. beforestation, slong with forest degradation, is a major cause of global warming and the loss of plant and
animal life, the Lwo most important environmental challenges of our time.
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Every year the world contmues Lo lose 10 million
hectares of Forest.

Over the years, it has become clear that the destruction
of Forests and ecotyskems - along with related human
rights abuses - is closely tied to the expansion of
agriculture.

Yet, forests re essential because they provide water,
support livelinoods, help Fight climate change, and play a
key role in sustainable food production.

This often means cutting down large Forests to grow
crops and make products used at home or sent ko
obher countries.




The EUDR has been celebrated as a significant milestone in the efforts by the European Union
to combat deforestation and biodiversity loss.

L am relieved that European consumers can now rest
assured that they will no longer be unwittingly
complicit in deforestation when they eat their bar of
chocolate or enjoy a well-deserved coffee

i This is reslly - I
grest news for AFE

Well, T don't actually

r] us and Forestst think that the sgary of
- ‘ - deforestation starts and
l& - 4 . ends here,
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Yeah.. T guess ib's not as

straightforward as it
sounds, huh?

| i i ur?mumfmm what I
| ' have read, For people

| Wiy do you think s0? directly sffected by

defForgstation, there s
4 lok more gaing on.
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In recent years, the European Union came o a crucial
realisation: as one of the biggest consumers of
products causing deforestation, it needed to take
responsibility bo help stop this destruckion.

: s&me jrear ‘anew law was adapi-.eﬂ bm
'k address bhe release of greenhouse gases,
deforestation and the loss of biolagical
dive.mi:y associated with EU :.unsumptam

We have to do
something about
Foresks worldwidel

This law would ensure tha when se.\re.n key
predtcts are imported or exported to the
), they are not connected to deforestation

‘or Forest degradation in okher regions.

Tomake bhis happen, every player’in the
'y prove. mt the product is
- on-f-re.& and produced in
cnmplmnce with local laws.

*hrogucers, Lradecs, wholerslens,
WpErmarhels, e

- A key part of the law is the tracing of the products all
the way back to the exact plot of land where it was
grawn.
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.. the new EV deforestation law

{EUDE) was adopted by the European
io ... wighout major opposition,

In less than & yesr and half of
negokiations, .




For many years, European countries have played a signiFicnnt. role in the growing demand
For natural resources, a process that has placed considerable pressure on local
communities and ecosystems in the regions where crops are grown.

The arrival of European colonial powers in the Americas,
Africa, and Asia during the 15¢h and 16th centuries marked a
major turning point in global resource exploitation.

,7.

We claam phis land in
Lhe name of His
Majesty.

X7
:

)

Colonizers stole the land, destroyed Forests, and exploited
Indigenous peoples and enslaved Africans,

...beginning a long period of environmental
destruction for their own profit.

On these lands, coffee, sugarcane and cotton were
grown, not For local benefits but to be shipped and
sold in Europe.




For centuries, European countries have
actively entrenched the 'Global South' as
an extractive economy.

The exploitation that started during colonial times has ot
disappeared - it has just changed form.

Qur land and people are free
from e xploitation!

Big companies and agricultural giants benefit From policies
like trade agreements, subsidies, and debt Lo exploit
natural resources, peoples and the environment Furpher.
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These policies have in turn shaped the global food system,
today characterised by a high market concentration.

They created a system where
growing crops mainly benefited
the colonial powers, while
people in these territories
were left to deal with the
harmful effects.

pecades ol"mterfgrenr,e by the Global North in the Global
South have sllowed big companies to take control of land,
people, and resources. nn
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In this system, a handful of powerful corporate actors
decide what we grow, how Food is traded, and what ends up
on our plates.

GLOBAL HOURGLASS
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We claim P land in Ene
nimg of (gconamic)
development
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These corporate ackors control the global food system, From production
o consumption, while Financial institutions, like banks and pension funds,
treat land only 8s something to be bought and sold.

Now why do this matter? ) === ; >
< And as multinational corporations grow their power and

proFitl, they keep farmers and communities trapped in
a cycle of dependency, making it harder to create Fair
and sustainable Food systems globaily.

Because big companies drive harmful industrial Farming,
in turn destroying forests and biodiversity, contributing
to the climate crisis.
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In t.s wa ¥, ce. - like mn} af.hr :
products that we consume each day - is
‘deeply connected to exploitation of land and
people in other parts of the world.




the global economy.
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On, T get ik now... This S0 the EU wants ko sop I;_
provides a clesrer | producks that would be linked 1‘]
chare of Lhe real H with Lhe desbracbion of f
g f":bi w:n: | Forests. That Sounds good, but Ttigem like s i
deferestation and g do we kaow iF b will stop Lhase _gﬂbd stark, Fbul |
i resource exploitation h narmFul patberns? : Een iensure oF it's
b ‘i . i , emugh.

Same here. Since I don't
live where Forests are
be,un-g cut down, I don't
really know what will
happen.

I had already wondered about this, and a Brazilian
Friend gave me this newspaper Lo learn more.

It shares stories From people
. living in those areas. They Lalk

e Sy . e ——

So, what dogs this new
| European law aciually mean |

' % about how global trade and the | for the land and the people \
- demand For products are i_ living in these territories? |

’;'5 ,II‘ changing their land, their work, 1 |
| A

and their way of life.
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From Rainforest to Plantation: How
Global Demand Is Rewriting Local
Landscapes 4.
Global commodity production is reshaping entire E“t -F?

territories, affecting not only the environment "V
but also the daily lives of local communities.

'We Feed the World, But We
m(xm&hg T";‘;\?E@ﬂ o Can't Feed Ourselves"
¥ W : w Farmers Speak Out on Global

whes y
f Tp_;ﬂ)ﬁ JUSTI(E ¢ Trade Injustice
. . Despite producing valuable crops, most

Farmers see very little profit.
Middlemen and exporters take most of
the money, leaving workers with low
wages
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Climate, Culture, and Control: How
Supply Chains Are Redrawing Rural
Life FRmiL] FR&H 2
Many local families struggle to keep their land ¥
as big companies buy up huge areas for o
plantations, forcing communities to wmove or
work in poor conditions.

'The Forest Is Our Home'"
Communities Resist Corporate

Expansion
Karipuna Indigenous Group T akes Legal

Action Against Brazilian Government Over
Invasion of Ancestral Lands




Global Food systems didn't just happen overnight. They were built over centuries through a complex
network of grade and logistics that span across borders. Because of this, when 8 meassure like the EUDR is
introduced, it can cause changes in where and Mow things are produced, transported, and consumed.
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Some of these changes are aiready happening, with effects on forests, local communities, and both local and
global Food systems.
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That is because the EUDR defines Forests narrowly, leaving out important areas like wetlands, savannahs, and grassiands.
This could cause deforestation to move into these areas, r.learing more land than before,




Similarly, the law only covers seven products (or commodities) that have been identified as the main drivers of
deforestation inked to EV consumpiion.

But since the law only Focuses on a Few products, .. bo ones that aren't (yet) covered like maize or
producers might decide to switch From growing crops bananas.
like coffee and soy..

So, these new rules are supposed to stop
deforestation, , but that means the
problem could just move somewhere else?

Yes, that is what the experiences of
| peasants and communities in Brazil suggest. ..
i the problem just keeps coming back in
another Form, like playing whack-a-mole.
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And 85 my Friend has puinted out,
land plays & cracial role in shaping
global Food syskems and agri-fosd

chans that support European
T consumption
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However, over Lime, peasants, I 4 As it stands, the new European |

Farmers, and small producers have § " |aw could actually change control

been displaced from their land as |

large investments and industrial §

Farming have taken over.

But land has also been central For
communities, indigenous peoples and
peasantry life in those terrikories.

5. over and access to Farmiand,
' making these problems even |

~ And it will affect the people
who rely on the land For their ui/

livelihoods the mosg.
e i _-‘-:=_,-‘-;-- — “3

31




For gxample, the law could make land thay has Because bhese lands can be used
already been deforested more expensive. to grow crops For export to the

European Union, bhey become
more valuable and profitable.

/-

These are called 'clean lands,' and these lands
can be used For ceelbivabing crops to be exported
to Lhe European Union

As these lands become more valuable, big agri-Food companies may pressure small Farmers, especially e thnic
minorities and poor Farmers, Forcing them Lo sell their land to large agribusinesses.

When small Farme rs and local
communities are pushed out, they musg
Find new ways to survive,

Some may relocate to Forested areas, Coawhile others mngl‘lt decide £o move to urban

unintentionally driving new deforestation,

areas For new opporbunities, placing them in
precarious condikions.




| 5o, the EVDR could bring changes to

~ how certain crops are grown, who

| controls the land, and who gets to
" decide how it's used.
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~ Yeah, looks like it. But it
alsa says here Lhat some
laws might change in the
countries where those
Crops are grown..

Peru recently changed its forestry
laws, pushed by private companies,
and granted amnesty Lo over
300,000 cases of illegal
deforestation and land invasions in
the Peruvisn Amazon,

For example, the deforestation law demands that
products brought into the EU must be produced in
accordance with the laws of the country of
production.

EUDR
Re i REMENTS

1. begality of production:
in accordance with local
and international laws

2. Free of deforestation

athr 2020

Some people are worried that this might push those
countries £o change their own laws.

This means thab products that were
previously produced From illegal
activities in the Amazon, including
deforestation, can be sold to the EV
markek, even bhough they are
connected bo deforestation.



But that is not all. The EUDR could alse affect how Food is grown and
produced in other territories, which may impact
food security there too.

"Food secutiby (is) 8 sibuation that exists when
- e UL (OPLE
-—7_ AT AL TINES nave

1AL (SO URL & LiosiodL AMEE to
- "~ ASUPFLIENT
SR 7 5\ AND NUTE TOVUS foos that mats thei

~~DETARY MNEEDS spa
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For an active and healthy life

Because the EV combats
deforestation by banning certain
products From entering if they
are linked to deforgstagion or
produced ilegally

If that land is used For
EV-export crops, itk may
not be available for
growing local food,

But to produce these
products, land in other
countries s needed

B F W W
While switching to crops for the EU might help It could alse reduce the variety of Food and the
nutrients available locally, impacting the availability and

accessibiliy of locally produced food | making Food
INSecurity worse.

farmers earn more money in the short term

s when

oPLE
TIRES nave

ol ALEE

)‘ Food LhaL meels Ln

«g‘md healhy Life.”
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Switching From growing local Food to crops For the EVU can lead to more harmful land use changes
because focusing on just one crop often means using more land and pesticides.

Sure!

Should we pay? |

3

That sounds Kind of "::-..;

8 =
counterproduckive |
when it comes to the g = :
global climate crisis..  Yes. And it looks like this
| could make some of the
daily struggies For people
living in those regions
worse..,




EPILOGUE

What lies ahead?

When I First heard about the EUDR, I hoped it would bring
change, maybe even justice. But the more I learn, the
more I see that it is Far more complicated.
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Yes, it is way more complex than I expected.
So,,. how can the negative impacts of the EUDR
be reduced?

IF you are asking how to reduce
deforestation linked to EVU consumption
without creating new problems, then the
First step is involving people in the
production regions and creating space For
real dialogue about the environmental and
social realities we face.

Across countries local and territorial organisations have developed unique Forms
of resistance to the structural effects of deforestation and the broader

impacts of large-scale monoculture production and its negative consequences.

)

For example, indigenous and afro-descendent communities in the Tapajos region
in Brazil have developed community protocols for the prevention and monitoring
of deforestation, mostly by connecting it to terriforial and socio-biological
diversity and to their right to a Free, prior and informed consent to large-scale
projects and investments.
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But the real issue goes beyond just making things ‘greener' or more
sustainable, as advocated by the EV and its supporters. The prevailing
narvative of the EUDR still assumes that Food systems must stay connected to
commodity chains, and that simply making them 'greener’ will suffice.

The law is missing a critical point. Instead
of encouraging meaningful and place-based
solutions, the EV expects farmers and
communities in the South to spend their
entire lives producing for its market,
locking us into the same harmful system
built on centuries of extraction and
exploitation.

Europe's contribution to global deforestation and forest degradation cannot be
improved with the goal of maintaining the high levels of global import and export
of Food commodities that have long contributed to insecurity For local Farmers
and communities in the South. This only reinforces an outdated system rooted
in colonialism, wheve profit still comes before food security and justice.

5o, despite its intention to
combat deforestation, the law
could actually worsen the

problem, 75“"':“"""9 ' It seems so, The problem
unsustainable practices and seems to be deeper and £o
deepening inequalities? lie in the failure to address
systemic issues tied to
deforestation, land
deprivation, and food
insecurity.

EUDR

For 8 greener way of living
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GREEN  GREEN GREIN




When the root causes of deforestation are dismissed, it is not only
deforestation and Forest degradation that are allowed to continue, but also
deeper inequalities at the heart of the system.

To make progress, we need to rethink how we understand food systems. We

need to open spaces of reflection vis-3-vis the Future of the global food
system, with particular attention to the visible tensions between local food
security and global trade.

Territorial markets can
be supported so that
local communities and

regions are better

connected and less

vulnerable to global
markets

And, any serious attempt to challenge
deforestation should be supported by
policies, actions and financial means to
promote regional and local self-
sufficient Food systems.

So, the real question here might be:
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This graphic novel was released within the scope of the
EPICC research project.

Further resources are available on the EPICC website,
here:
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